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May,  1975 


MINUTES  OF  SPRING  MEETING: 


The  meeting  of  April  13,  1975,  was  held  at  Smith  College  - 
thanks  to  Mary  Ankudowich  and  to  Smith's  Music  department  for 
be in s  our  hosts. 

Those  present  included:  Jeannine  Ayotte,  Michael  Beck,  Sidney 
Beck,  Joyce  Clinkscales,  Jean  Morrow,  Kenneth  Pristash,  and  Barbara 
Winchester  (ail  Hew  England  Conservatory);  Ethel  Bacon,  Barbara 
Maynard  Hirsh,  Ursula  Smith,  and  Amy  Wygant  (University  of  Hartford); 
Dorothy  Bognar  (U  Conn,  Storrs);  Eileen  Borland,  Linda  Solow  (MIT); 
Dale  C.  Carr  (Dartmouth):  William  W.  Chase  (Conn.  College);  Catherine 
Collins,  Mary  E.  Larson  (U  Mass-Amherst)  ;"*Mary  Ankudowich,  Robert 
Cunningham,  Ophelia  Dargan,  Edward  St.  John  (Smith);  Mary  Davidson 
(Wellesley  Ool_ege);  Leona  N.  Deuring,  Barbara  Fsszi  (Berkshire 
Athenaeum):  Sally  Evans,  Miriam  McEwen  (Amherst  College);  Nancy  M. 
Forte  (Boston  Conservatory);  Prank  Gramenz,  Helen  Hartmeyer,  Hugh 
McCall,  Liliian  Murray  (Boston  Univ.);  Hollee  Haswell-Bowman  (Forces 
Library,  Nortnampton,  Mass.);  Ann  Hess  (Trinity  Coll,  Hartford); 
Robert  Hudson,  Miriam  W.  Barndt-Webb  (Hampshire  College);  Lena  M. 
Janson  (R.I.  College);  Frances  Koblick  (Springfield  City  Library); 
Hope  Langdon  (Keene  State  College,  N.H.);  Mary  Lou  Little,  Larry 
Mowers  (Harvard  U.);  Robert  Loud  (Concord,  Ma.  PL);  Michael  Ochs 
(Simmons  College);  Diane  Ota,  C  Gerald  Parker,  David  Petersante 
(Boston,  Ma  PL);  Vivian  Rosenberg  (northeastern  U);  Laura  Scarlett 
(Medford,  Ma  PL);  Jane  Ting  .(Mt.  Holycke  College);  John  Voigt 

(Berklee  College);  Philip  Youngholm  (Wellesley,  Ma  PL);  Georgianna 
LaRosee  and  her  sister  (Milton,  Ma  PL). 

The  morning's  speaker  was  Dr.  Louise  Cuyler,  who  spoke  on 
"Research  in  Libraries  -  a  Dialog. "She  had  several  important  suggestions 
concerning  study  in  Europe:  1 )adequate  preparation  in  this  country, 
with  topic  chosen,  and  microfilms  of  all  available  pertinent  materials; 
2)  with  all  courtesy,  contact  European  scholars  and  librarians 
interested  in  zae   same  fieic  :>;  carry  an  lmpressive-iocting  xorrnal 
letter  of  introduction  4)  make  sure  your  intended  libraries  will 
be  open  when  you  get  there  5)  when  writing  ahead,  have  a  native 
speaker  look  over  what  you've  written,  include  a  simple  form  and 
return  postage  to  make  it  easy  for  tne  person  to  answer  your  inquiry; 
6)  take  a  trip-kit  with  dictionaries,  photostats  of  materials  you've 
worked  on  in  USA,  snadowbox  for  reading  watermarks,  etc. 

The  business  meeting  followed.  First  came  reports.  Treasurer's 
report  disclosed  current  balance  of  #159.90,  with  slowly  growing 
bank  account.  Mary  Ankudowich  reported  on  MLA's  winter  meeting,  and 
on  libraries  in  Puerto  Rico.  Rob  Loud  reported  on  the  cataloging 
workshops  -  at  tne  last  one,  about  50  people  attended.  People  involved 
include  Rob  Loud,  Bob  Cunningnam,  Gerry  Parker,  and  Philip  Youngholm. 
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Publications  chairman  Joe  Scott  was  ill,  so  there  was  no  formal  re; 
on  publications  policy,  "nut,  Rob  Loud  Informs  me  he  has  a  letter  E  '  - 
Clara  Steuermann,  dated  February,  to  say  y;       voted  NEMLA  pe   !  ssion 
to  produce  the  directory  and  sell  it  at  a  price  appropriate  to  the 
cost  of  pre due -ion. 

tteport  from  Mary  Davidson  on  progress  of  the  union  list  of  Sari; 
American  Music  holdings  consisted  of  a  reminder  tnat  the  aim  of  the 
project  is  to  learn  about  small  collections,  in  libraries,  local 
historical  societies,  churches,  -  not  to  duplicate  catalogs  of  holdls  $ 
of  already  known  large  research  liorariss. 

Announcement  of  nominations  precipitated  a  discussion  of  elect 
procedure  -  type  of  ballot,  mail-in  or  at-the-meeting,  absentee  ok?  -  = 
Bylaws  were  cited  but  not  helpful.  The  sense  of  the  meeting  is  that 
the  next  Executive  Board  study  election  procedures  and  mate  suggestions 
In  the  fall  (including  possible  revision  of  bylaws).  Few  officers  are: 

Robert  Cunningham,  Chairperson   (Smith  College) 

Tiiqro  o*a  Vice— Chairperson    ^Boston  PL^ 

Nancy  Forte,  Secretary-Treasurer  (3cston  Conservatory) 

Michael  Ochs,  Member-at-Large   (Simmons  College) 

There  followed  the  most  delicious  luncheon  that  NSMLA  has  ever  enjoyed, 
followed  by  tours  of  Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  MA,  and  Josten 
Music  Library,  Smith  College. 

The  afternoon  panel  centered  on  the  topic,  "The  Budget  Problem  - 
1975."  Rob  Loud  began  with  a  talk  on  setting  priorities  in  the  public 
library:  the  dilemma  of  informational  vs.  recreational  needs,  the 
various  parts  of  the  community,  ambivalence  between  national  standards 
and  needs  of  specific  users  -  and  the  problem  of  the  library's  trying 
to  fill  community  needs  which  other  community  organizations  might  fill 
but  don't.   Mary  Lou  Little  presented  a  strategy  for  presenting  a 
convincing  budget:  suggestions  were  Have  a  written  acquisitions  policy, 
and  Use  figures  to  help  you  persuade  administrators.  The  statistics 
she  presented  us  with  looked  persuasive  -  may  they  help!  Finally, 
Dorothy  3ognar  told  us  about  her  experience  with  MRAP  -  a  study  of 
operations  which  was  carried  out  at  U  Conn  Storrs. 

The  day  ended  with  a  sherry  hour. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Laura  Scarlett 
Secretary-Treasurer 

<^LL  MEETING; 


BYLAW  CHANGES:  Please  give  your  suggestions  to  Robert  Cunningham  (Josten  Library, 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass.  U13-58U-2700  ex  \6l)   or  to  Diane  Ota  (Boston 
Public  Library,  Music  Dept.,  Copley  Square,  Boston,  Mass.  617-536-5UOO  ex  3l6). 
THE  MORE  INPUT  THEY  GET,  THE  BETTER  JOB  THEY  CAN  DO  FOR  US. 
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